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EXTREME MAKEOVERS 


In the last years reality television has, we’re told, become all the rage. Extreme makeovers seem to be extremely popular. 


This is nothing new. Suffolk and Nansemond County have been doing those for years. We welcome the new year with our 
version. 
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100 Block of Main Street — Before. 


The block of Main Street represented above, like all of downtown, has seen dramatic changes through the last century. 


The building just outside the left edge of the older picture once housed the Farmer’s Bank of Nansemond. It faced the new 
street opened after the Civil War, Pree ad oe 
which was named Bank Street for 


es 


cy 


that afore mentioned institution. 
The rest of the block shown here 
was residential until about 1925 
when the Jones Building and the 
Elliott Hotel replaced the homes 
shown in the 1914 photo. This was 
a pretty extreme change in 11 years. 
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The Pinner House 


The Pinners - a series of John F’s and John B’s — were big promoters of Suffolk, especially from the 1880’s through the 1920’s. In 
the mid 1880’s John B. Pinner built a very fine, very Victorian brick house on a large lot on the west side of Pinner Street. He sold 
neighboring lots to newcomers to Suffolk, mostly. They were up-and-coming folks who were engaging in the booming peanut business 
and its offshoots as well as other lines of work. Some came from Nansemond County, some from Southampton County, some from north 


of the Mason-Dixon Line. It was a good street for fine houses. 


In 1926 the Pinners decided to change the look of their home. The Victorian style was rather passé. As part of this extreme 
makeover the tower was removed and stucco, very popular at the time, was applied to the exterior. The resulting product is quite 
handsome and has been featured on our Candlelight Tour in the past. It will also be open during Garden Tour this year. 


Information thanks to Polly Pinner Graham 


“The Woman’s Club of Suffolk was organized 
on June 8", 1919, at a garden party at the home 
of Mrs. John B. Pinner. The meeting was called 
by Mrs. Pinner for the purpose of combining all 
the social and study clubs of Suffolk into a 
Woman’s Club, so as to concentrate their efforts 
and to enlarge the scope of their activities in 
the community.” 


Suffolk News Herald February 6, 1934 


This was a special issue of the paper in honor 
of a Mardi Gras Ball being held by the Woman’s 
Club. Judith Brewer Godwin was the ball 
chairman. 


The Woman’s Club was a powerful force in 
Suffolk for about fifty years. One of their 
accomplishments was the formation of our first 
lending library. The club still performs useful 
work in Suffolk today. 











Before. F 09 West Washington 


Around 1905 Burwell Riddick, Sr., chose a lot on the western edge of town as a location for a new home for his family. It was on 
Kilby Street (now West Washington). Though the house he built was large and stylish, many features gave it the look of a large, well-built 
farmhouse instead of a fine city dwelling. (See the before picture.) 


Brewer Place was opened for development in 1909. Soon, Mr. Riddick decided to build a new, smaller house on Brewer Ave. (We 
opened that not so small house, 121 Brewer Avenue, on this past year’s Candlelight tour.) The Kilby Street house was sold to Mr. John 
King. 

Mr. King had come to Suffolk from Windsor in the 1890’s to start, with Mr. John Pinner, the first successful peanut processing 


operation in Suffolk, the Suffolk Peanut Company. Before so long the two men went their separate ways, and Mr. King started a 
company in his own name. 


The Kings must have felt that another style was more appropriate for the home of a successful businessman. The after picture shows 
the house that Mr. and Mrs. King created and lived in for years. That was the way the house looked in 1941 when R.N. Baker, Jr., of 
Baker Funeral Home bought the house. 


The Baker’s funeral home, established in 1885 by R.N. Jr.’s grandfather, had been on Saratoga Street and its accompanying furniture 
store was in what is now the 200 block of West Washington Street (part of the space occupied by Bank of America). The funeral home 
and the family moved to Mr. John King’s house and the furniture store stayed downtown until it closed in 1966. 


Though the fourth generation of the Baker family have made significant additions to the house and have added a large parking lot, 
the facade of the house looks much as it did after Mr. John King’s extreme makeover. 


Thanks to Robert Baker and Roberta Baker Powell 





After. 


The Kilby-Godwin 


a House 
Pie ee Bae het According to an old newspaper account, 
an 3002s | in 1840 Thomas Jefferson Kilby noticed that 


his house on the western edge of old Suffolk 
shook when the wind blew. He decided to 
build something more substantial so he 
bought a lot nearby and built the house seen 
in the before picture. Its English basement 
had its feet firmly in the ground. 
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About 100 years later Dr. F. Whitney Godwin and his wife, the former Judith Brewer, began to renovate Mr. Kilby’s sturdy house. 
The entry was moved to the basement level. Large, rooms with high ceilings were added at either end. A handsome pedimented portico 
was added to the front. With extensive, beautifully landscaped grounds, this is arguably one of the most beautiful houses in the old City. 
It stands across from R.W. Baker Funeral Home on West Washington Street at Brewer Avenue. 


This house saw a good bit of activity during the War Between the States. Read some of the story in The Quiet Regiment available 
at the train station gift shop. 


Read about more Thomas Jefferson Kilby and his family in our August 2004 newsletter. 





Little Capital, 1920’s 


In our “Come Back to Brewer” tour booklet (You did read it didn’t you?) we mentioned that Miss Judith Brewer (who would later 
be Mrs. Whitney Godwin) unveiled a statue of George Washington that the Commonwealth of Virginia gave to the City of London. She 
was given this honor because her father, R.L. Brewer, Jr., was Speaker of the House of Delegates. He was not however, our only state 
dignitary in the 1920’s- Read on- 


Richard Lewis Brewer, Jr., was elected a member of the General Assembly of Virginia in 1912 and served until 1934, 
when he decided to retire. For six of these years (three During most of this time the State Senate had as its presiding officer, Junius 
Edgar West, * Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia. A third Suffolk citizen, Robert Riddick Prentis, became Chief Justice of the State 
Supreme Court of Appeals in 1925, having served as an associate justice since 1916. The spotlight that played simultaneously on these 
three men during an important transition period in the state’s history made Suffolk, for a time, a kind of “little capital” of Virginia and 
conferred on Colonel Brewer, Colonel West and Judge Prentis the unofficial title of “Suffolk's Big Three.” All of these gentlemen had 
long public careers; all lived to a ripe age. Singly and together they served with distinction their adopted city and their native Virginia. 


From Ann Burton’s History of Suffolk and Nansemond County, Virginia 1970 


* For more about Col. West see our March 2002 newsletter, “On Col. West’s Corner” Col. West lived on the lot where T.J. Kilby’s 
wind shaken house once stood. 
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The after drawing by Doug Naismith and the information about the 
Rawls connection originally appeared in our May 1994 newsletter. 


ee aS The Old Methodist Church 
: es : ere This building was completed in 1861 as the second house of worship for 
the Methodist Episcopal Church (South) in Suffolk. Their previous church 
had been located just to the north of this one. During the Union occupation 
of Suffolk the church was used as a hospital by Union forces. After the War 
the building was used for services until 1916 when the present Main Street 
United Methodist Church was completed. 





Sometime after 1916 two brothers, Junious Fenton Rawls (know as J.F.) 
s ee eee) «and Leslie Hermon Rawls (known as L.H.), purchased the structure. In an 
This before photo is from a Suffolk Brochure prepared by J.B. | ©Xtteme makeover they made six large apartments. Another renovation has 
Pinner for the Business Men’s Association around 1907. occurred in the last few years creating twelve apartments. It is now called the 
Main Street Apartments. 


A note about the Rawls brothers- 





. CLEA 


They were two of the thirteen children of David Nathaniel (Nat) and Annie Cofer Rawls. Mr. Rawls grew up at Cleopas near Holy 
Neck in Nansemond County. He was a veteran of the War Between the States. Legend has it that he met his future bride when he 
stopped in Windsor to rest on his long walk home at the end of the War. 


During the Depression J.F. was offered a job in Nashville, Tennessee as Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South so he left Suffolk. L.H. and his family moved into one of the apartments. He worked for Amedeo Obici and built 
some of the Planters Peanut Company buildings that were demolished a few years ago. 


Information provided the late Dr. L.H. Rawls, Jr. 


Suffolk Christian Church 


This church was started by Dr. William B. Wellons in 1860 and very soon a house of worship was built in what is now the 200 block 
of North Main Street. In 1893 the original church was demolished and replaced by the church in the before picture. 


In little more than three decades more space was needed and a change desired. In 1926-1927 a 
large education building was 
added to the rear of the 
building and some major 
changes were made to the 
facade producing the 
Romanesque building that 
we see today. 





Creeks to Lakes 


A really extreme makeover was the 
creation of the lakes that now beautify 
Suffolk and furnish water for Norfolk and 
Portsmouth. This was accomplished over 
more than half a century by damming 
tributaries of the Nansemond River and 
flooding surrounding areas. 


The little bridge shown above 
facilitated the crossing of Cohoon Creek 
in horse and buggy days. In 1915 this 
tributary of the Nansemond River was 
dammed by the Portsmouth Water Department, creating Lake Cohoon. This happened 
in various parts of Nansemond County creating Lakes Speight, Meade, Kilby, Prince, 
Burnt Mills, Cohoon and Western Branch reservoir, — an extreme change in local 
geography. 

The picture of the bridge appeared in a local newspaper c.1980 when a drought emptied Lake 


Cohoon. 
Everets Ayer 


The village of Everets, once an important center for shipping produce and lumber, was greatly changed when the dam was built 
forming the Western Branch reservoir. Most of Everets was flooded. Only those houses on the hills overlooking Everets Creek escaped 





Arthur Kirk is shown here in his cap and gown for his graduation from Chuckatuck High School in 1933. He is in the yard of the 
Kirk house, which still stands at the corner of Everets Road and Kirk Road. 


Behind him we see the Kirk Cotton gin on the left, on the right across the bridge we see Kas Wagner’s store and, at the right edge 
of the picture is Rufus Martin’s store. All of these buildings are gone. 
replaced by Western Branch Reservoir. 










Photo and information thanks to Lynn Kirk Rose 


Steel bridge at Everet’s pre 1907 from Jos. B. Dunn’s History of 
Nansemond County. Note the boat approaching on the left. The buildings 
and the bridge have been replaced by the reservoir. 





World’s Largest Peanut Market 


The John King Peanut Company, shown here in the first quarter of the 20" century, was on Hall Avenue near Planters. This 
wonderful picture reminds us of a gradual but profound change in our regional economy. For much of its history Suffolk was the 
commercial center of a large agricultural region. For most of the twentieth century the name of the city was synonymous with peanuts. 
Planting, growing, picking, storing, shelling, 
and selling peanuts employed a large 
percentage of the local populace. 


By the close of the last century the tide 

2 had turned. Many former peanut fields now 
ce ek lu sprout housing developments. Only a small 
| Chee ee number of related industries remain. The 
railroads on which so much of our industry 
depended have since yielded much of their 
business to trucks. As our friend Kermit 
Hobbs has reminded us — another change is 
that the wonderful smell of roasting peanuts 
is missing. 
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Picture thanks to Tommy O’Connor 
See Mr. King’s home this issue 


Professor George Washington Carver 
attended the Suffolk Four County Fair once 
to talk about the many possible uses of the 
peanut. 


Suffolk News Herald February 1934 
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1890’s 


There’s a fence around the courthouse. 
Trees shade all the houses, furnishing the only 
air conditioning. The horse and buggy furnish 
transportation along with the horse drawn trolley, 
seen in the distance, moving toward the river hill. 
A pump and water trough are in the middle of 
the street. Houses stand opposite the courthouse. 













At the same intersection. The fence around the courthouse and some of the 
trees are gone. Riddick’s Folly is now visible. The WWI monument has been erected 
in the center of the street (soon to be moved to the Mahan Street entrance of Cedar 
Hill Cemetery). The trolley line is long gone and the automobile is taking over. 
Today this intersection has four traffic lanes, there are few trees, and the surrounding 
lots are commercial. 


Candlelight Tour 2005 


Brewer Avenue was looking pretty good in its 96" year on 
| | | = ak j tour weekend 2005. We have so many people to thank for making 
oS nee oe — 8 = ¥ | | - os 4 the great weekend possible, especially the homeowners — Ens. 
etree 4 | — ae © and Mrs. Ryan Brooks, Mr. and Mrs. James Bielmann, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Pelletier, Mr. and Mrs. David Arnold, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Hefferon, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baker, West End Baptist 
Church and Mickey Garcia (2 houses). 


We thank brochure artists Doug Naismith and Lee King; soup 
chef Michael Babb and his helpers; Ricky 
Connor of Ricky and Roy’s; Connie 
Happell and Kay Goldberg and their 
SS iwwee| Student historical society from Nansemond 
© #2 «© | Suffolk Academy; the many decorators, 
| "4 house chairmen, hosts and hostesses 
including those from Riddick’s Folly, 
Constantia Chapter D.A.R. and the Sister 
Cities Commission. 
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Lance Carmine is dressed and ready 
to greet visitors at the Arnold house. 





The ballgown that Sherry Pelletier uses for 
- ——— —~ ~ Se reenacting was on display in the Pelletier 

Mickey Garcia, Pretlow Henderson, and Bert Sam Sherard (R) and Jack Leach (second from dinning room. 

Henderson enjoy a visit on the sidewalks of _ left) talk with homeowner Sandrien Bielmann at 

Brewer. West End Baptist Church. 
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We thank also the Suffolk Police Department, the Suffolk 
Jaycees and the Elks Club Christmas tree lots; Joe Delendeck and 
Mary Margaret Jones, bagpiper and harpist; Nancy Webb and the 
callers and bakers for the Sugar Plum Kitchen; Sue Draper and 
helpers of Fine Threads and Fine Linens; artist Sugar Barrow; 
tree artists — Gloria Chorey, Nansi Strickland of Nansi S. and Co., 
Brenda Wright of the Shooting Star Gallery; Tracie Pruden, 
advertising; Tammy Schlatter, booklet lay-out; Sylvia Pond and 
helpers, ticket sales; Shooting Star, ticket sponsor; our advertisers 
and, especially, our guests. 


Photos courtesy of James Bielmann 





Kay Goldberg (L) and student historical society member Jonathan Floyd 
(Center) speak with guests at the Constantia House. 


f 

( 5 ; ( Garden Week 
‘S 2006 Garden Week in Virginia is April 22-29. Tour day in Suffolk is Puday. 
“| | Pe April 28 from 10:00 A.M. — 5:00 P.M. Nineteenth and 20° century homes im 

¢? the old city will be featured on this year’s tour. 
Fy) ~ Included on this year’s tour will be Riddick’s Folly, 510 N. Mam St: the 
= f. ”~ Garcia home, 310 N. Main St.; the Woodward III home, #7 College Court; the 
dD ye € Woodward, Jr. home, 227 N. Main St., the Brown home, 231 Pinner St: and 
/ ‘y) the Faircloth home 227 Pinner St. 
‘aut Co ¥ a’ *, The Dawson House will open its door to ticket holders for a least part of 
5 : 3 the day. 


Mailbag 


We are writing to ask your assistance in identifying the wife and children of our family’s probable American immigrant ancestor. 
Colonel John Blake of 17" century Nansemond County, Virginia. In 1654 Colonel Blake received a head-right grant of 300 acres on 
Matthews Creek, a branch of the Nansemond River, and in 1663 he received another 300 acres on Deep Creek of the Elizabeth River. He 
represented Nansemond County in the October 23, 1666 session of the House of Burgesses. 


John Blake appears to have been born in Pitminster, Somersetshire, England, about 1624. Since he has a colonel at about age 30 m 
1654, he was probably awarded this rank for service with the Puritan opposition of King Charles I in the English Civil War during the late 
1640s. No doubt John married and had his children in England, but they would have accompanied him when he settled in Virginia at 
about age 38 in 1662, out of favor following the Restoration of King Charles Stuart II in 1660. Among these hypothetical children was 
probably a son named John Jr., Thomas or William Blake, born about 1647 and then perhaps 15 years old. This was our next ancestor 


As a prominent citizen of early Nansemond County the Colonel would have been active in his parish church, probably im the county 
seat of Suffolk.* His son probably married there, between about 1668-1672. If you would, please let us know which church this would 
be and if its Vestry Book records the marriage of a son of Colonel John Blake around this time, or where we may write for tas 
information. A marriage entry would name the son’s bride as well, and the Vestry Book, if it exists, may contain other entries for colomel! 
Blake’s wife and children. Perhaps the Blake family owned a pew. 

Brian P.T. Blake 
13 Red Oak Circle 


Shelton, Ct 06484 
(203) 926-9254 


TulsaJack @ gmail.com 
*SNHS note: The town of Suffolk did not exist in the 1600’s. There was not a church in the original Town of Suffolk until 1752. We 


invite our readers to assist Mr. Blake if they are able. 


BE.Y.L. 


The Fourth Annual BATTLE of HAMPTON ROADS WEEKEND celebrating The Civil War Navies at The Mariners’ Museum is 
March 9-12, 2006. Please join us as we explore the sometimes overlooked, but quite significant role the naval warfare played im the 
outcome of the Civil War. This year’s event will include nationally renowned scholars, including the keynote address by James McPherson. 
tours of the conservation facility in the USS Monitor Center, Civil War encampment, tactical demonstrations and more. To learn more. 
call (757) 591-5123 or log on the www.mariner.org/battle. 





Thanks 


Thanks to David Arnold of Pender & Coward, Mickey 

Nancy Bailey Webb Garcia of Garcia Development, Ernie Hefferon of Top of the 
this year’s Athena award winner. Line Painting, and Page Pollard of Commonwealth Preservation 
Group for their assistance with the exterior work on the McKay 
House, 133 Bank Street. 


Congratulations to SNHS 1* Vice President 
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a i Gifts to 
is Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society 


Sun Trust Bank — Suffolk 
Mrs. Dot Darden on behalf of Junto Book Club 
The Stockman Family Fund 
Elmon Gray 
The Suffolk Social Club 
Laurel Garden Club 


In memory of 
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Stanley and Louise Beale Rodgers 
from Allen C. Story 


Dawson House Gifts 


Mr. & Mrs. Randy Maust The Pruden Foundation Farmers Bank 


Gifts to the Dawson House in honor of the marriage of John and Gwynne Beneke 


Mr. & Mrs. Michael Atkins Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Dempsey Mr. & Mrs. Tom Mathews 
Mr. & Mrs. W.R. Atkinson, III Mrs. Lydia Duke Hevener Mr. & Mrs. John Norcross 


Mr. & Mrs. Michael Babb 
Judge & Mrs. Everett Bagnell 
Mr. & Mrs. George P. Barrow 

Mr. & Mrs. George Y. Birdsong 
Mr. & Mrs. Cabell Birdsong 
Mr. & Mrs. McLemore Birdsong 
Mrs. Patricia Branche 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom S. Brothers 
Mrs. Sue P. Burton 
Mr. & Mrs. Linwood Callis 
Mr. & Mrs. R.H. Czerlinsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Austin T. Darden, Jr. 


Mr. & Mrs. John Fisher 
Mrs. Carroll Godwin Frohman 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery Graeber 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward R. Harrell 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harrell 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Harry 
Mr. H.S. Hines 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. House 
Mrs. Patricia S. Howell 
Mrs. Betty Ann Kyle 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Leach 


Mr. & Mrs. Henry Odom 


Mrs. Lynnette Holmes Park 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Pond, Jr. 


Mr. & Mrs. James Rainey 
Mr. Richard Savage 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Mills Staylor 


Mr. & Mrs. George Stroud, Jr. 


Mrs. Shirley Warren 
Mr. David Watts 


Mr. & Mrs. Burwell Winslow 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Woodward 


Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lilley ' 


Soup Supper at the Dawson House 


Thanks to Michael Babb, chef, and the helpers including those pictured below for a fun evening and good food at the Dawson House. 
Other servers to be thanked are Tracie Pruden, Meredith and Lauren Gersbach, Harrison Nelms, and Chris Beecham. Thanks to musicians 
Dick Trimble and Jack Byrd. 





Nita Bagnell, Carol Mann (in back), Sugar Barrow, and server, Katy Spence. Photo courtesy of 
Harrison Nelms. 


Above pictures: Guests enjoying soup. 
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What is the Suffolk Seaboard Station 
Railroad Museum all about? 


It’s about fun and history! 
We offer: 
1. One of the most unique railroad models in VA, Suffolk in 1907_ 


2. A wonderfully restored railroad passenger station with 
welcoming volunteers to greet you. 





3. Group tours for all ages. Preschool to adults are welcome. 
Two weeks advance notice is preferred. 


4. Story telling and mouse hunts with the stations own special character, Whiskers Q. Mouse. Reservations 2 weeks in 
advance. 


A terrific 1968 Caboose for exploring. 


6. A gift shop for buying remembrances of your train station visit. 


Train Station 
Volunteer 


Ravis McBride Carter 
1925 - 2005 





Gifts to the Station in memory of 
volunteer, Ravis Carter 


Mrs. Richard Park 
Mr. and Mrs. D.Z. Goldberg 
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. B.L. Trump ~ 
Mr. and Mrs. T.L. Woodward 








ee ee ea 
Italian guests visit the train station during Festa Italiana 


Come Visit our Gift Shop! 


a 





Limited Time Special Offer: 
25% off original price 
¢ The Suffolk Peanut Festival By Patrick Evans-Hylton Published by Arcadia 
| ° Suffolk Seaboard Station Peanut Engineer Sweat Shirts 
o All 2006 Calendars $5.00 each 


We also sell children’s books, history books (Civil War and local), cookbooks, garden books, railroad books, children’s toys, homemade 
pickles and relishes, peanuts from Plantation Peanuts, candy, copies of historic documents, historic prints, note cards, glassware. jewelry 
shirts and much more. 


Come see our newest attraction The Collectible Corner. The Corner offers Suffolk’s little attic finds at great prices. 


Come visit our gift shop Wednesday — Saturday 10:00-4:00 and Sunday 1:00-4:00. 
1] 


Postscript to the River Issue 


This picture, at left, was taken not long before it appeared in an October 1942 edition of 
the Suffolk News Herald. The Hilton Garden Inn occupies the wharf site now. 


After publication of our River issue we ran across a copy of this 1805 manifest for the 


sloop Eagle from New York that was leaving the Port of Suffolk with 46,000 [cypress ?] 
shingles. 


f Ateractnstemed 


While the Nansemond Hiver afforded the first peih for 
rontiialy down through the years for freight and 
in use a5 evidenced by the above picture, cedentiy 


with lomber at the Suffallc port. State photo by Cathoun, 
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, Seuss Horn. Sade 
x ms FOE undersized lakes pleasure im an- 
E ostscrip O our nmucing to tie public, that he has e- 


pened an Hotel in Chickatuck, in the house 

recently vceupied hy Jos. C. Purker, Esq. 

Hotels Issue faving spared nu juineorexpence tn Gtting 

up his estaldishment, he resjectiully aalicits 

; his frivnita, anti the public generally to give 

From The American Beacon November 1, 1834 kim a call, av he wiit at all Limes be prepared 
fo accommudate in the most genteel manner, 


transient persons or permament boantlers. 
Thanks 10 Lynn Rose re i LEVE ASHBY. 
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Annual Meeting 


Covered Dish Supper 


Monday, March 13, 2006 
6:00 p.m. 





